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Religion must be discerned from accidental accretions. If,
however, we speak of the meaning of our world, we cannot
regard all that we experience in life as meaningful and perfect;
there is much to be done yet. A good deal depends on our
own actions. Values must be given reality. That realization
obviously depends on ourselves to a larger or lesser extent.
Thus the Critical Optimist detects the part of human action in
the planning of our world. All that exists, must not be simply
accepted as it is. It is our duty to exert influence. If we act
in accordance with ethics, then we serve the Good. Providence
is existent, and our world moves forward, but we must col-
laborate in the direction of that forward movement. Then
Mankind and the World will be making steady progress
towards the Good. Not all in our world is in perfect order
yet, but there exists a steady flow towards such an order, and
it is worth while moving in that direction. Progress is existent.
All that is Critical Optimism.

Dialectical Optimism represents a further evolution of
Critical Optimism. In one decisive point it draws nearer the
pessimistic outlook than Critical Optimism does. It does not
presuppose the necessity and the finality of the solution of all
problems between God and Man, and between Nature and
Man, but finds significance in the striving for such a solution.

Dialectical Optimism has far too deeply penetrated into
the tragic ethical conflicts of Man. Too seriously does it view
the contrast between Nature and Spirit, Biology "and
Humanity. It knows too much about the pain of finality
suffered by him who strives for infinity. It is, therefore, unable
to form the belief in a possibility, harmoniously to solve all
these contrasts by ample discernment (Criticism), by har-
monious collaboration between Nature and Man, or by the
mere development of all innate dispositions of' Man. The
Dialectical Optimist knows that all solutions of primary prob-
lems, of those problems that are closely interlaced with the
primary contrasts (Static Existence and Growth; Nature and